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with madness," says the Latin proverb. It was so
with the ambitious rulers of Germany. They were
not content to be sovereigns of their own empire,
they desired also to hold in their hand the reins
of Italy; the bestowal of the title Holy Roman
Emperor by the Pope Leo III. upon Charlemagne
moved their longing and cupidity, so that gradually
they grew more occupied with the business of the fair
peninsula, "the garden of the Empire," as Dante calls
it, than with the condition of their own ruder and
sterner fatherland. Added to this they took to fight-
ing among themselves, being
divided into two rival fac-
tions which elected opposing
rulers, the result being that
often no one knew who was
head or who was subject,

Frederick Barbarossa was
the last to uphold the   real
authority and power of Ger-
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noblest expressions of the medieval character. When
he died the real empire fell. What remained was but a
semblance and a ruin, and it is little wonder that Ger-
many plunged henceforth into yet greater anarchy, in-
vented the legend that peace and prosperity would not
return to her until Frederick Red Beard should come
back to rule, that giant among men, falsely reported
dead, but who, in truth, was merely resting, sunk in
enchanted sleep among the mountains of Bavaria.
There he was waiting the hour when the ravens

